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The Fitchburg Cultural Alliance (FCA) is pleased to announce the return of a program to recognize
Fitchburg Public School youth in grades 6 through 8 for their outstanding achievement in the visual arts,
performing arts and literary arts.

The FCA started a similar program several years ago. We are bringing back this program in honor of Jane
Cragin of the Stratton Playhouse, a founding member of the FCA and dedicated servant to the arts for more thal
35 years.

The primary mission of the FCA is to promote the rich and diverse cultural activities that exist in the
community. Recognizing and supporting youth in the arts has always been a major focus. For ten years the
Fitchburg Cultural Alliance has provided scholarships for more than 60 middle school youth to attend the Bostor
Symphony Orchestra Days in the Arts Summer Camp program in collaboration with the Fitchburg Public School
and the BSO.

The Janet Cragin Youth Arts Award will be given out to youth who demonstrate artistic and creative ability
in the arts. We asked middle school faculty who teach creative writing, music, drama, visual arts and dance to
nominate two students from each grade level for this award (a total of 6 students from each middle school).
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The young people we honor here tonight were nominated by teachers in the
Fitchburg public Schools for their outstanding work in the arts. Students in
grades six through eight were eligible for the award and teachers within the
schools determined the selection criteria The Fitchburg Cultural Alliance
recognizes the important work of our young people within the Fitchburg public
Schools and hopes that these awards will encourage continued excellence in the
arts within the school system.
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Shanina Ferriera de los Santos Erica Toro
Emily Dilling Zachary Bilodeau
Ashlei Paradis Michael Bourque
Valerie LeBlanc Saiyaa Phommatham
Tatiana Rodriguez Travis Teague
Tyler Racine Samantha Marion
Megmorial Middlg $chool
Yesenia Rodriguez
Choua Xiong
Amanda Kozloski
Sabrina Hyvarinen
Marissa Wyman
Chelsea Lashua
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Your Host: Sharon Bernard, Executive ™

Director of the Fitchburg Public Library and
Vice President of the Fitchburg Cultural
Alliance

Key Note Speaker:Janet Cragin, 50 years with
Stratton Playhouse, founding organization of
the Fitchburg Cultural Alliance

Awards Presentation:Jennifer Jones, Fitchburg
Cultural Alliance President , Director of Arts
for the Fitchburg Public Schools with Janet
Cragin.



Fitchburg Cultural Alliance
Awards Committee

Fitchburg Cultural Alliance Board Members:Jennifer Jones,
Janet Cragin, Ellen DiGeronimo, Sharon Bernard

Fitchburg Public Schools FacultyJennifer Connell, Derek
Dassatti, SandraRobillard, Jessica Clarke, Amyodurtha,
Christine Harris

Special thanks to
Superintendent Andre Ravenelle
and the Principals at Longsjo Middle
School, Craig Chalifoux; Memorial Middle
School Fran Thomas; and Fitchburg Arts
Academy, Deborah Langlois.
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Erica Toro
Art Teacher: SandrRobillard




Erica Toro, grade 6
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sense of style and personality as well. She has an amazing abili
draw realistically and paint smoothly. The outfits she wears are
always accessorized with perfect coordination. Most of all, Erica
asks guestions and generates new ideas with each assignment ¢
IS given.




Salyaa Phommatham

Art Teacher: Sandra Robillard




Salyaa Phommatham, grade 7

Salyaa has many qualities that make him a great artist. What
love most about him is his enthusiasm for any assignment he I
given. He takes great pride in his work and strives to do the vel
best he can. Most of all, Saiyaa takes constructive criticism wit|
maturity and uses it to take his work to the next level.




Samantha Marion

Art Teacher: Sandra Robillard




SAMANTHA MARION,
GRADE 8

There is no denying that
Samantha is an artist. She
depends a lot on her emotions,
studies other art, mostly in the
Anime genre, and then uses that
knowledge to expand her own
skills. Her skills are a
combination of technical
drawing and emotion, which can
be seen in her drawings outside
of class. The best thing about
Samantha is that when she
creates art she sees what she
wants to do and works until she
gets there.




Travis Teague

Dancer, Choreographer

SandraRobillard mentor




Travis Teague
grade 8

The moment | saw Travis
RIyOS 2NJ daisSL¥E
had a special gift. Travis has

so much passion for his art

and he works to create

original choreography. ]
Among his other skills, TraV|sﬂ
has a natural ability for :
rhythm and percussion. In |
the 4 years | have known h
Travis, | have never seen him=""

as happy as when he is h
Ga0SLILAYTED




Michael Bourgue

Music Teacher: Derek Dassati




Michael Bourque
grade 7

Michael has been playing
the trombone for three
years. Michael makes up
most of the low brass
section in the band. He is
a diligent worker, and his
dedication to the band is
strong. In fact, if there's
ever a day when Michael
IS not at rehearsal, fellow
Band-mates look around
and ask, "Where's

Mike? He never misses a
practice." Michael is a
helpful band member, and
IS always eager to accept
new challenges.



ZacharyBilodeau

Music Teacher: DerdBassatti




ZacharyBilodeau zacharyis an

outstanding young
grade 6 musician. He's in the 6th
grade at Longsjo, and
although he's only been
playing the flute for two
& Yyears, you'd never know
It when you hear him
play. Zachary makes his
band director proud with
his exceptional practice
habits and his positive
energy. He is always
prepared and ready to
learn whatever music is
put in front of him.
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Shanina Ferreilra de los Santos
2 |

This year Shanina is my student
in Art class. Each project that we
have done, Shanina has put in
complete effort and concentration.
At FAA we do very high level,
longer projects and introduce
students to many types of media,
and Shanina always rises to the
occasion when trying something
new. Shanina tries hard, asks for
help when she needs it and uses
feedback well to improve her
projects. She puts so much care
and effort into her projects and
into being a responsible and
respectful student that | wanted to
honor her and let other people
see her shine through the work
that she has done. | am proud to
nominate Shanina for this award.




Emily Dilling

Art Teacher: Amy Bodurtha




Emlldy Dilling, grade 6
Emily is a dedicated an ST ,
determined artist. Each time a '*
new project presents itself in
Art class, Emily finds a way to
put her own personal meaning
Into her work.Her skills as an
artist have developed and
Improved over the past year
and a half because of her hard
work and perseveranceWhen
others around her are
struggling, Emily is the first -
person to offer her help to her
classmatesShe is an excellent
student and a role model




Ashlel Paradis

Art teacher: Amy Bodurtha




Ashlel Paradis
grade 7

Ashlel is a gifted and motivated
artist. She has been chosen for
this award because she always
puts her best effort into her
artwork, often going above and
beyond her classmates in terms
of the amount of time and
energy she spends on each
project. Ashlel is also very
thoughtful about the subject of
her work, and she often uses
the real themes from her life as
Inspiration in her work.







Tatlana Rodriguez, grade 8

Tatiana has been chosen because she demonstrates a strong natural ability in art, ar
because of her amazing dedication and drive in henaaking Her artwork shows not
only care and effort, but also innovation and a strong artistic visiime frequently
iIncorporates the issues and themes that are personal to her life into her wienkally,

she has demonstrated an uncommon drive in herragking, often transporting

projects back and forth from school so that she can work on them at home and bring
them in to receive advice and feedback from her teachers and peers. It is without
hesitation that | recommend Tatiana for this award.



